
 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF 
DRAFT GENERAL PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS 

 
OPEN HOUSE AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
FOR THE PLAN SANTA BARBARA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

 
Draft Documents for Public Review:  The City of Santa Barbara is issuing Draft General Plan policy documents 
and associated Draft Environmental Impact Report for public review: 

• Draft General Plan Land Use Element and Land Use Map 
• Draft General Plan Housing Element 
• Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 

Public Involvement:  The City of Santa Barbara invites and encourages the public to provide written comments on 
these draft documents and to attend upcoming public hearings described below. 

Public Open House:  March 18, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., to review maps for recommended changes and 
to provide information on the General Plan Update and DEIR, distribute draft documents to the public, and answer 
questions.  The Open House will be at the Public Library Main Branch, Faulkner Gallery (first floor) at 40 E. 
Anapamu Street.   

Project Description and Location:  The Plan Santa Barbara General Plan Update includes new and existing goals 
and policies that will shape development over the next 20 years.  Policy direction is proposed to manage both 
residential and non-residential growth, and new standards for residential development in the commercial and 
multiple family areas of the City.  The Draft Land Use Map includes revised land use designations and in some areas 
changes to density allowances.  The Update also proposes new goals and policies to be incorporated into other 
General Plan elements to be updated at a future time.  

Environmental Impact Report Description:  A Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been 
prepared to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed Plan Santa Barbara General Plan policy 
amendments and future growth in the City to the year 2030 and beyond.  The Program DEIR evaluates citywide 
impacts for the following environmental topics: air quality, biological resources, geological conditions, hazards 
(accident risk, hazardous materials, wildland fire), heritage resources (historical and archaeological resources), 
hydrology and water quality, noise, open space and visual resources, public services (police, fire protection, parks, 
schools), public utilities (water supply, wastewater management, solid waste disposal), transportation (traffic and 
circulation), energy, global climate change, population growth and jobs/housing balance, and socioeconomic issues.  
The DEIR also analyzes comparative environmental effects of alternative policy and growth scenarios (Existing 
Policies, Lower Growth, and Additional Housing alternatives), and considers regional environmental effects and 
longer-range effects to 2050. The DEIR identifies mitigation measures to reduce significant effects. 

Availability of Draft Documents:  All documents will be available as of March 18, 2010, in the following ways: 
stop by our Open House, view or download from the City website at www.YouPlanSB.org, or at the Planning 
Division office, 630 Garden Street, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and alternate Fridays.  
The documents are also available for review at the Main Public Library, 40 E. Anapamu Street and the Eastside 
Branch Library, 1102 Montecito Street.  Source documents referenced in the draft environmental document may also 
be made available for review at the Planning Division location listed above.  

Public Review and Comment Period:  March 18 – May 17, 2010.  Public comments on the draft General Plan 
documents and DEIR are accepted no later than May 17, 2010, 4:30 p.m.  Please direct comments to the attention of 
John Ledbetter, Principal Planner.  Written comments can be mailed to the Planning Division at P. O. Box 1990, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93102, or dropped off at 630 Garden Street.  Comments can also be submitted electronically 
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through our website at info@YouPlanSB.org, or via email to jledbetter@santabarbaraca.gov or via fax to 805-897-
1904. 

Planning Commission Public Hearings:  Hearings to take verbal public comment on the Draft General Plan 
documents and DEIR will be held before the Planning Commission in the Council Chambers at City Hall on the 
dates identified below.  The public is invited to attend these hearings and address verbal comments to the Planning 
Commission.  No formal Commission action will be taken on the Plan Santa Barbara Draft General Plan documents 
or Draft EIR at these hearings.  

 Wednesday April 28, 2010 9:00 a.m. Staff Presentation and Public Comment 

 Thursday, April 29, 2010* 1:00 p.m. (*If necessary for additional public comment) 

 Thursday, May 6, 2010 1:00 p.m. Planning Commission discussion and comments 

Subsequent Planning Activities:  Following the end of the Draft General Plan and DEIR public review and 
comment period, proposed Final Plan Santa Barbara General Plan documents and a proposed Final EIR (including 
responses to comments received by May 17, 2010) will be prepared, and subsequent noticed public hearings will be 
held at the Planning Commission and City Council to consider actions to certify the Final EIR and adopt the Final 
General Plan documents.  

If you challenge the General Plan approval or environmental document in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearings described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City Planning Division during the public review period. 

Hearings can be viewed live on City TV Channel 18, or on your computer via 
http://www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/Government/Video/.  Hearing rebroadcast schedules can be found at 
Http://citytv18.com/schedule.htm. 

Americans with Disabilities Act:  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance to gain access to, comment at, or participate in this meeting, please contact the Planning Division at 805-
564-5470.  If possible, notification at least 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 
arrangements in most cases. 

 

 


